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elect warned the Prime Minister that the state of public
feeling in the metropolis was agitated, and that "a set
of desperate and abandoned characters were anxious to
avail themselves of any circumstance to create disturbance
and confusion." He therefore requested the ministers
to take measures for their own safety and the protection
of the king. The new police force was still unpopular,
the ministers shrank from the employment and display
of military force, and preferred to recommend the king
not to go to the city. Something like a panic ensued
upon this " act of intrepid cowardice," as it was called
by Lord Wellesley. The funds fell 3 per cent, and the
ministers were everywhere condemned. It was their
unpopularity, and not that of the king, which had pre-
vented the royal visit to the city. In the House of
Commons the civil list of the new reign was selected
by the Opposition as the instrument of attack On
15th November Sir Henry Parnell moved to refer the
estimates presented by ministers for the purposes of
the civil list to a select committee, and the motion
was carried by a majority of 233 to 204. The division
was unexpected, and many supporters of the Government
were absent. But the ministers knew that their fate
was sealed, that they could not hope to defeat Brougham's
motion for reform, and they therefore took advantage of
this unexpected reverse to tender their resignations.
William IV had no prejudices on the subject of reform,
no animosity towards the Whigs. He accordingly ac-
cepted Wellington's resignation, and commissioned Lord
Grey, as the recognised chief of the Whigs, to form a
new Government.
The old Tory party was now a wreck    But the